
A Marriage  Minute 

A simple help to make your marriage just a little better this week.

YOU ARE AN EXAMPLE

Follow my example, as I follow the 
example of Christ. –1 Corinthians 11:1

Your children will be like you. They are 
catching  whatever  it  is  that  you  have, 
and following your example,  for  better 
or for worse. The real question is which 
way are you leading your children? Are 

you  leading  them  up,  or  are  you  leading  them  down?  I 
remember attending a fellow minister’s 70th birthday party 
during  which  time  each  of  his  children,  now grown  with 
families of their own, stood up and spoke of their Dad. The 
one thing that impressed me, and brought some conviction to 
my  own  heart,  was  how  each  one  said  that  what  they 
remembered  most  was  how  every  morning,  when  they 
awoke, they would always find their Dad in his den with his 
Bible  on  his  knees  in  prayer.  What  an  example!  Though 
prayer has always been a regular part of my life, I was not 
quite  that  public  with  it,  or  as  regular.  Though  I  prayed 
continually, my children didn’t see it most of the time. Now I 
know I can’t change the past, but I can ask God’s forgiveness 
for my shortcomings as a Christian husband, and father, and 
purpose in my heart to set the example from this day forward 
to lead my family up, not down, so that they can fulfill their 
potential in Christ. His blessings are new every morning, and 
great is his faithfulness. We are an example; let’s be the right 
example! 

Prayer  For  The  Both  of  Us:  Lord,  help  us  to  follow 
Christ in word and in deed, so that our children will have 
the example they will need to succeed.
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