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January 27, 2008

Isolate or Pursue?
A Devotional for Couples

"A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire; He rages against all wise judgment. "
Proverbs 18:1

--

It's interesting to see how two people who traveled with Jesus could mess up really bad, and yet
one of them is used to start the Church, while the other one hangs himself on a tree until his guts
spill out -ugh! What was the difference?
I'm talking about Peter and Judas. They both betrayed Jesus. Judas gave information that led to his
capture. When he realized what he had done he was sorry. Peter denied Him three times; he even
cursed Jesus just to convince people he wasn't one of his followers. What a wimp! But Judas hung
himself, while Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost and 3,000 souls were saved and the Church
was born. What made the difference to bring such different outcomes?
Judas isolated himself, where the enemy could convince him of self-destructive lies, while Peter
stayed with others to pursue Christ.
You see, isolation leads to no good end. When we isolate or "stonewall" to keep others out of our
lives, we also remain trapped inside, where the enemy of our souls can have a field day in our
minds. Things don't get better; they get worse. It's in the darkness of isolation that the root of
bitterness grows. Don't stonewall. Walk in the light. Be courageous; be there with others. Pursue
Christ!
Question For The Both of Us: When do you feel I tend to isolate myself, or stonewall you just to
shut you out for my own reasons? How does that make you feel?

Prayer for The Both Of Us: Lord, help us to resist isolating, stonewalling and keeping things to
ourselves. Help us to walk in the light and to trust in God's grace as we pursue Christ with all that
is within us.

Please know that you are in our prayers this week. if you would like to share in the work of this ministry please pray about
becoming a COVENANT PARTNER. You can do so by going to our web site: www.marriageandfamily.org and clicking on
the MAKE A DONATION button on the left. That will lead you to a page where you can choose to make a one time gift or
be a regular monthly partner by making automatic donations.
And please help us spread the word by forwarding this to other couples who may benefit from this devotional.
In His Mercy and Grace,
Bill & Penny Banuchi
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