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FROM YOUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, REV. BILL BANUCHI


It seems like each week that goes by we see more evidence of the fact that this present administration is in way above their pay grade:  Air Force One flying over New York City, Secretary of Homeland Security talking about 9/11 terrorists coming over the Canadian border, President Obama’s world apology tour, the only auto maker that is surviving is the one that didn’t take federal money, banks being forbidden to pay back to taxpayers the money owed, and on, and on.  And all this in only the first 100 days!  Here in New York we have a governor who is degrading his own race by putting homosexuality on par with the civil rights struggle of the 6os. The Reverend, Dr. Martin Luther King must be rolling in his grave! I’m getting phone calls from across the country from former Christian Coalition leaders asking, “What are we going to do about re-establishing a national organization to keep these left wing socialist ideologues from hijacking this nation?” First of all, we must pray! We must stand in the gap, and repent of our own complacency. We must intercede for those who don’t know Him, and pray for wisdom and direction. Then whatever He says, we must do. Personally, we’re struggling just to keep this ministry going. Please pray that God will speak to others to join us in this cause. Pray that God will raise up sources of funding to continue the fight. Right now there is much more vision than there are resources to fulfill it. Yet we rejoice in doing what we can, because we know that even little is much when God is in it.  We appreciate, so much, the faithfulness of those who have stood with us through the years. There are still others who have yet to join. We must increase our support base to increase our effectiveness for His purposes and glory!†††
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ASSEMBLY LEGALIZES SODOMY


The actions of the New York Assembly passing same-sex marriage legislation, making sodomy legal, is another step in the continuing degradation of American culture, and in my view, a crime against the children of the next generation. It will accelerate the breakdown of the American family just as the liberalization of divorce did in the 1970s. Our children deserve to be raised in a loving home with both a mother and a father. Any public policy that lowers that standard represents, in my opinion, state-sponsored child abuse. Marriage is, and always will be, the union of one man and one woman. Perhaps our state legislators should take a lesson from the Missouri State Senate Chamber which has carved in its ceiling


 “Nothing is politically right that is morally wrong.”


We are calling on New Yorkers to phone and write to their representatives in the state senate to demand that marriage not be redefined for all New Yorkers just to satisfy homosexual activists. The rights of our children to grow up in a decent and moral environment must not be sacrificed on the altar of gay rights.











ALBANY — The state’s highest court agreed on Tuesday to hear arguments in two cases that challenge New York’s recognition of �HYPERLINK "http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/s/same_sex_marriage/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier" \o "More articles about Same-Sex Marriage, Civil Unions, and Domestic Partnerships."�same-sex marriages� legally performed elsewhere.


Lower courts have already sided with two government entities that revised their policies to honor the marriages, but those decisions were appealed by the Alliance Defense Fund, a Christian group that is waging multiple legal battles in New York to stop state and local entities from recognizing marriages of same-sex couples who were wed in places, like Massachusetts and Canada, where the ceremony is legal.


Neither case involved Gov. �HYPERLINK "http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/p/david_a_paterson/index.html?inline=nyt-per" \o "More articles about David A. Paterson."�David A. Paterson�’s directive last May that ordered state agencies to recognize legal same-sex marriages performed outside New York State.


One case, Godfrey v. Spano, stems from the Westchester County executive’s 2006 decision to begin officially honoring out-of-state marriage licenses for gay couples the same way it did for heterosexual couples.


The other case, Lewis v. New York State Department of Civil Service, was filed after the department agreed in 2007 to begin recognizing out-of-state, same-sex marriages for the purpose of extending health insurance to spouses of public employees.


Brian Raum, senior legal counsel for the Alliance Defense Fund, said Tuesday that the group believed that the Court of Appeals would reverse the lower courts in both cases.


“We’re confident that we’re on the right side of the law,” he said. “The law in New York states it will not recognize marriages that conflict with public policy in New York. Since New York only recognizes marriage between one man and one woman, for any court to recognize same-sex marriage would be to recognize marriages that run contrary to New York law.”


Susan Sommer, senior counsel from Lambda Legal, a gay rights group that is representing Westchester County and the civil service department, said she had hoped the court would decide not to hear the cases, but added that she was optimistic it would not rule against same-sex couples.


“I think the rulings in the lower courts were correct and consistent with all the other prevailing decisions in the state,” she said. “I’m looking forward to making the same arguments to the high court so we can ask it to affirm those same arguments that have prevailed in all other cases.”
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AMERICA BLESS GOD ON-LINE


You can now hear Rev. Banuchi’s sermons concerning the plight of our nation on line. Just go to the web site �HYPERLINK "http://www.marriageandfamily.org"�www.marriageandfamily.org� and click on “Audio-Visual Downloads.” There you’ll be able to choose from sermons like:


AMERICA BLESS GOD


PROCLAIM LIBERTY


MEMORIAL DAY MESSAGE


HOMELAND AXIS OF EVIL


AND MORE…


Of course, we’re available to preach live and in person


wherever we can fit it in to our schedule. Call the office for details.***








BATHROOM BILL – CRAZY!


New Yorkers for Constitutional Freedoms informs us that the  Assembly passed the Bathroom Bill or the Gender Expression Non-Discrimination Act (GENDA – �HYPERLINK "http://www.nycf.info/position-papers/lesbian-gay-bisexual-a-transgender-lgbt/77-s2406-duane-a5710-gottfried"�A 5710�).  The vote was 97 to 38.  The Bathroom Bill would open all public accommodations, including restrooms and locker rooms, to both biological genders, if an individual chooses to identify his or herself as the opposite sex (i.e. cross-dressers, transvestites or people with more malicious intents), but the bill was locked in a state Senate Committee. Thank God for some reason!  But it could come back.  Bad bills don’t die easily. We’ll be on the lookout.***











JOIN US IN THE BATTLE – GO ON-LINE to �HYPERLINK "http://www.marriageandfamily.org"�www.marriageandfamily.org� and join up. Or use the enclosed envelope and response form. This is no time for spectators. We must fight or quit! Send your best gift today!





NY’s SUGAR DADDY: UNCLE SAM


According to Budget Director, Laura Anglin, the New York State Budget should be Ok this year without any massive layoffs or budget cuts, because of the help provided by the federal stimulus.  But what will happen next year when there is no stimulus to bail us out is a question that no one is addressing. Like a drug addict just wanting his fix now, is the New York state government looking for that federal “stimulus.” Perhaps the President sees himself as the state’s “sugar daddy” or worse yet, the state’s “pusher.”  Whichever it is, the model for the next generation is not a very good one. The more concentration of power we see amassed in Washington D.C., the less liberty the states and the citizenry will enjoy. We’re in a battle for our liberties, and unfortunately the majority of Americans have no clue concerning the “change” they voted for. One writer said, we’ve gone from “Change you can believe in” to “changing what you believe.” We must educate the public and be vigilant over the liberties entrusted to us, or we will most assuredly lose them.****








ACTIVIST JUDGE ON LIST 


FOR HIGH COURT


Judge Sonia Sotomayor of the Second Circuit Court of Appeals is one of the likely candidates to replace Justice Souter, who announced will be retiring. Chuck Schumer, our senator, �HYPERLINK "http://schumer.senate.gov/new_website/record.cfm?id=311344"�has been pushing her name�. She meets President Obama’s stated interest in increasing diversity on the bench; she’s Hispanic, and a female. 


So, what kind of judge is she? A video of her speaking at a panel discussion revealed her saying this: 


“All of the legal defense funds out there– they’re looking for people with court of appeals experience, because court of appeals is where policy is made. And I know, I know this is on tape and I should never say that because we don’t make law. [Laughs] I know. I know. [Laughter] I’m not promoting it, I’m not advocating it, I’m…y’know.”


So there’s no question what she believes. She thinks she gets to make policy and she knows that she’s not supposed to say that out loud. This is what President Obama is looking for on the bench. If judges ever become policy makers, we will lose that essential element of our government that has produced the longest ongoing democratic republic on the face of the earth: “separation of powers.” Liberals have packed the Congress; they hold the Executive Branch. Now they’re going for the Judicial Branch. If they succeed you can say goodbye to liberty, and hello to totalitarianism.


Christians must no longer be “complacent in Zion.” We must pray first, then get on the phones, write letters, and even run for public office, because,


“Where the righteous rule the people rejoice; where the wicked rule the people groan.” --Proverbs 29:2











Governor Goes on the Attack


Governor Paterson made a special appearance at the Empire State Pride Agenda’s annual “Lesbian Gay Bi-sexual Transgender Equality and Justice Day”, on Tuesday, April 28, 2009.   The Buffalo News described it: “Before an Albany crowd of about 2,000 gay and lesbian advocates of marriage-equality laws, the Governor and other supporters lashed out at opponents who are against expanding marital laws, as they increased efforts to have New York State join several other states where gays can legally marry. “While Paterson urged the advocates to show ‘respect’ to people who oppose gay marriage on religious grounds, he said many critics are suffering from what he called a ‘five-letter word: guilt’. “‘You see, the fact is that for years these same individuals—many of them, not all of them, but many of them—who pronounced religious doctrine did not exercise it when young gay and lesbian students were being bullied and chastised for expressing their points of view,’ Paterson said to the cheering audience, which gave him two standing ovations during his brief appearance.” -- The Buffalo News, April 29, 2009


The Governor is making a mistake attacking religious people in this way.  Religious people are not trying to stop “same-sex marriage” from becoming legal because of GUILT, but because it is WRONG! The Governor’s “Same-Sex Marriage” Bill has been introduced in both Houses of the New York State Legislature (S4401 and A 7732).  It is moving through the New York Sate Assembly., The situation in the New York State Senate is different.  Even though the Democrats have the majority vote (32 to 30), some Democrat Senators have pro-family convictions and will vote against the bill. The only chance of blocking “same-sex marriage” is in the Senate.  –NYCF


Call your state senator now and tell him or her they must not change the definition of marriages








MISS CALIFORNIA SETS AN EXAMPLE


Miss California has encouraged thousands of students at one Christian college to stand for their faith, no matter the outcome. Carrie Prejean, first runner-up in the recent Miss USA competition, was the speaker during the Wednesday convocation at �HYPERLINK "http://www.liberty.edu/" \t "_blank" \o "Liberty University"�Liberty University� in Lynchburg, Virginia. The Christian college student from San Diego made headlines when she was asked a question about her views on same-sex "marriage" by Perez Hilton, a homosexual blogger who was one of the pageant's judges. Prejean responded that she believed marriage should be only between a man and a woman.� Prejean has since stated that she realized her answer likely would cause her to lose the Miss USA crown -- but that she would not change how she answered Hilton's question.  At Liberty University, the 21-year-old pageant contestant said students must be ready to make a stand for Christ. "You're going to be persecuted, you're going to be made fun of, you're going to be called names," she stated. "It might not be on national television in front of millions of people, but I just encourage all of you that when you're given an opportunity to stand up for Christ, do it -- no questions asked." Prejean also encouraged the students to pray for Perez Hilton, who immediately following the pageant posted a video "rant" on his website in which he referred to Prejean by a vulgar term and said she had "half a brain."†††








DEMOCRATS RAM THROUGH


HATE CRIMES BILL


Republican Congressman who attempted to derail the controversial "hate crimes" bill with numerous amendments says, in the end, the Democrats simply had the votes to ram it through the Judiciary Committee. 


The Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act would add gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, and disability to the list of protected categories under federal hate crimes law.  Proponents of the bill claim that Christians and others who speak out publicly against homosexuality are not threatened with the same type of prosecution that criminals would face for committing acts of violence against homosexuals and transgendered individuals. But Judiciary Committee member Steve King (R-Iowa) says that is simply not true. "Don't believe what they say; read the bill. Think what happens. What's their agenda? Their agenda is to shut down preaching of faith from the pulpit," he contends. "Their agenda is to force public approval of the homosexual agenda. And destroying marriage nationally is the follow-up piece of this."  King explains that one of the amendments he introduced would have barred pedophiles from special protection under the hate crimes statute. He finds it unbelievable that Democrats threw out that amendment. –OneNewsNow.com
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